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Land stretching upwards from the Southern Pole to the
fortieth degree in one vast continent. Innumerable legends
grew up in connection with this vision of an unknown land.
Romance writers, building upon the scientific theories of the
map-makers, boldly asserted that a nation of highly-civilized
white people dwelt in this Great South Land, with cities more
magnificent than those of ancient Asia, surrounded by natural
wealth of spices and luscious fruits and all the rarest gifts of
the earth, while beneath the soil itself lay treasure of precious
gems and metals more vast than in the gold and diamond mines
of South America.

In search of this fabulous region ship after ship set out from
Spain and Portugal, ploughing blindly towards the Southern
Seas; but although new groups of islands were constantly
encountered, no sign or proof could be found of the mysterious
continent which was firmly believed to exist. Still, they perse
vered in the attempt, and not only the seamen of Spain and
Portugal, but those of Holland also, vied with each other in
daring voyages to the South Pacific, seeking vainly for the
Great South Land.

In many cases these gallant navigators did actually sight the
island continent of Australia and the sister isles of New
Zealand, but by ill-luck they either sailed through straits
which they took to be open sea or sailed in and out again of
the great Gulf of Carpentaria under the same impression, or,
yet again, bewildered by the innumerable islands which had
baffled their search for a continent, passed the coast of
Australia itself with the idea that it was also a part of the
mazy archipelago of the Southern Seas. There is but little
doubt that the famous old Portuguese navigator Magellan
sailed past the coast of Western Australia in 1522. Later otf,
in 1606, Luis Vaez de Torres, of Spain, threaded his way with
infinite difficulty- through the shoals and reefs and island-strewn
channels of the straits now called by his name, the Torres
Straits, between North Australia and New Guinea. Then
Abel Jans Tasman, brave old Dutchman and famous seaman,